20000229.ba v02_n818.bam.20000229 


>From ???@??? Tue Feb 29 09:40:46 2000 -0600 

Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 09:38:22 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2818 

Message-Id: <20000229154510 .86463274AC@devel43.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2818 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) WTB Exciter 
by "george" <silvasy@silcom.com> 
2) Antique Radio Cabinets 
by knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net> 
3) RE: DX-100 dilemma 
by "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca> 
4) Dalton, GA Hamfest Report 
by "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@sprintmail .com> 
5) Halli R-42 speaker circuit? 
by Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
6) Re: R-392 Tube Puller & Tool Set Needed 
by "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
7) 6SK7 / 6BD6... 6BA6 lurks too. 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
8) Apache TX-1 parts needed 
by brian.harris_2@philips.com 
9) Re: 6SK7 / 6BD6... 6BA6 lurks too. 
by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
10) 30S-1 Parts 
by KB9VU@aol.com 
11) Running Without- "Black Beauty" Follow-up. 
by David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
12) RE: DX-100 dilemma 
by James Hanlon <knjhanlon@uswest.net> 
13) Re: Running Without- "Black Beauty" Follow-up. 
by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
14) Need FPM-300 advice 
by hikrbikr@erols.com 
15) Tek 549 
by "Steve" <scb@fly.hiwaay.net> 
16) Re: Need FPM-300 advice 
by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
17) Identify this handheld loop antenna ? 
by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
18) Now I have Really Done It 


by Bill Robbins <billrobb@net-link.net> 
19) Re: Now I have Really Done It 
by "Mike Feher" <n4f£s@monmouth.com> 
20) Re: Now I have Really Done It 
by "Benjamin D. Hall" <kd5byb@WT.NET> 
21) FS: stuff 
by Tom Smith <tsmith@hal-pc.org> 
22) Re: Now I have Really Done It 
by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 


Message-ID: <001401bf8241$c39266a0$e3d247cf£@oemcomputer> 
From: "george" <silvasy@silcom.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB Exciter 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 15:15:51 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Looking for the exciter for the T-368 transmitter. Any help? 


Thanks 
George wa6éhcx 


Message-ID: <38BB0727.4606EF3C@lenzlink.net> 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 18:39:19 -0500 

From: knepper <knepper@lenzlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Antique Radio Cabinets 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I am posting this for a friend who is trying to make room in his attic. 
He has one of each wooden table radio cabinets (cathedral styling) for 
a Crosley, Atwater-Kent 22, and two others that are not marked.. The 
radios are missing but the cabinets are in very restorable condition. If 
you are looking for a replacement cabinet or need one, please contact 
him for more particulars. I have inspected the four radio cabinets that 
he has and they are in very good condition. They just need refinishing. 


You can reach Duane at his home most evenings at (814) 472-7625. He 
will ship carefully if you buy them. 


Thank you. 
Dave, W3ST 


David Knepper - W3ST 

Publisher of the Collins Journal 

Secretary of the Collins Radio Association 
Club Station - W3CRA 

http: //www.citipage.com/collins/ 


From: "Ed Sieb" <sieb@sympatico.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: DX-100 dilemma 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 18:05:12 -0500 
Message-ID: <LOBBJHOLOOHLIPLONIAFKEHJCIAA.sieb@sympatico.ca> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1so0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Thanks Jim for the correction. 


I was going from my notoriously poor memory and 
didn't have the opportunity to look at my own notes. 


Jim's description is almost verbatim what Heath 
recommends, and what appeared in the Ham press 
in the late ‘50's. 


Ed 
VA3ES 


Message-Id: <200002282334.PAA24593@raven.a001.sprintmail.com> 
Subject: Dalton, GA Hamfest Report 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 18:34:56 -0500 

From: "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@sprintmail .com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 


Just thought I would make a brief report on my experiences at the Dalton, 
GA hamfest this past weekend. This is the first time I have been able to 


be there. 


Saw quite a few boatanchors of various sorts - a Drake 2B speaker/Q Mult, 


a number of Hallicrafters sets (including a couple of S-40s, an SX-100, 
an SX-53 (I think) and an SX-99), an RME 4300, a bit of Heath stuff 
(including an HO-10, DX-60, SB-610), no Hammarlund that I can remember 
except for an SP-600 and a HQ-180), very little mil gear (there was a 
really poor looking TV-7, a couple of really nice TS-352s, no Collins 
that I can recall (but my memory is not always that good and I was not 
looking for any), and a Racal military VHF set that had been somewhat 
butchered. Prices seem to be on the rise - as some of the rust covered 
sets were tagged in the $ 75 - 125 range. 


Several people had tubes - but most wanted, $ 5 for the small ones and $ 
10 for the large ones. This even included somewhat useless TV types. 


There was one person with parts, and parts and parts - sockets, plugs, 
coaxial connectors, some power tubes, Bird elements, etc. 


I brought home: an ARC-5 transmitter, receiver, and modulator with 
dynamotors, a AM-447 audio compressor, a Ballantine AC VTVM (mil type), a 
few tubes, and two big boxes of resistors and semiconductors. 


73 


Joseph W Pinner + 

Kingston, TN 

KC5IJD / NNNOPHR 

EMail: kc5ijd@sprintmail.com 


Message-Id: <v03007804b4e0b93751c9@[132.235.46.157]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 19:09:00 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
Subject: Halli R-42 speaker circuit? 


Heavy metal enthusiasts, 


Acquired a Halli R-42 speaker cabinet without the speaker inside. Has 
the switch for hi-fi and communications. Can anyone clue me in as to 
the wiring? I assume this had a 500 or maybe 5000 ohm input 
transformer which is also missing. Has the two capacitors. I already 
replaced the speaker with one of appopriate vintage which I connected 
to a longer twisted wire pair still soldered to the switch. Connected 


the input to the bottom of the terminal strip. Since the hi-fi 
position is a direct connection, the speaker works (sounds very nice 
playing the local oldies station.) Were the caps wired to kill the low 
end of the audio spectrum, the high end, or both? The back is also 
missing. Was it fiberboard with acoustic padding (padding the same as 
the other inside surfaces)? Approximately how thick? Anyone have a 
picture of the back? I propped a couple of layers of cardboard behind 
it to get the bass-reflex effect.=20 


Thanks es 73,=20 


Rich 


<fontfamily><param>Courier</param>=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D= 
=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D= 
=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D 


Boatanchor Pix website - KB8TAD 
http: //oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/bapix/ =20 
mailto: postr@ohiou.edu 
visit the Museum of Radio and Technology website 


http: //oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/MRT/</fontfamily> 


Message-ID: <016001bf8250$e32f84c0$3acbd03£@oemcomputer> 
From: "DavidC" <eDoc@netzero.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: R-392 Tube Puller & Tool Set Needed 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 20:04:07 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


> Hi Yuall 

> I'm seriouslly looking for one of the 7 pin tube pullers that came 
with 

> the R=392. Those little 7 pin devils will burn your fingers if you are 


foolish enough to let them. Been there done that. I would like to trade, 
buy, beg, borrow or even resort to stealing one of those little monsters. 
Tried to buy all the accesories from Fair Radio but was informed in a nice 
way, "BOY go away, you bother me". 


VV VV 


> Thanks for any consideration 
> Quane W50TB 


If you come across more than one R-392 tube puller set I am also looking. 
A friend says he may have one and will look when he next visits his storage 
site. Will advise if he reports more than one! 


Am also looking for the matching tool set for the R-392. I do recall some 
suggestions that there is a source for a better right angle Bristo and 
Phillips 

drivers tool set for the R-392. Suggestions? 


BTW: Advice from anyone re. fair price for the tube pullers and tools 
once one finds them? 


- Thanks! & 73, DavidC K1YP in Hudson, FL 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


NetZero - Defenders of the Free World 
Get your FREE Internet Access and Email at 
http: //www.netzero.net/download/index.html 


Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 20:18:14 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org (Marty's Refl. Drop) 
Message-Id: <200002290118 .UAA04851@aa4rm.ba-watch.org.> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: 6SK7 / 6BD6... 6BA6 lurks too. 


Right Ardent was on the 6BD6 switcheroo for the ever-lovin' remote 
cut-off 6SK7. 


I always thot the ubiquitous 6BA6 was the 7-pin equiv. But no, it's the 
7-pin equiv. of a 6SG7... has 2x transconductance of 6SK7. 


Each 6SG7 gives abt. a 3db gain kick & they were a favorite way to ‘hot up' 
a flagging RX 40 yrs. back. 


I've never seen a 6BD6 & ancient RCA RC18 (11-56) h'bk says it's only 
for renewal purposes... ie half outa print awreddy. However there seem 
to be good stocks of it @ Antique Elect. since it sells for $1.90, abt. 
half of a 6BA6. 


Now whether 6BA6s ‘do' in a RX ckt. might best tested by sub'bing 6SG7s & 
see if set 'takes off.' Apply your proposed adaptors if stability 
still reigns. 


So many 6BA6s were used in car radios & TVs & things, I bet everyone on 
the list cud SEND YOU THREE of ‘em for ~.50 postage & never miss ‘em. 


I'll head up that line. Tested, yet. 


Marty 


...say looked up 6BH6 & it's a sorta 150ma heater 6BA6-near-miss. 


and is proaxis.com a toothpaste company? 


From: brian.harris_2@philips.com 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Apache TX-1 parts needed 

Message-ID: <0056910003880916000002L162*@MHS> 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 19:21:27 -0600 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1; name="MEMO 02/28/00 19:24:53" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 

Content-Disposition: inline 


I need a modulation transformer and frequency drum for an Apache TX-1. = 
Is there a parts rig out there? 


Brian Harris WA5UEK 


Message-ID: <@QOcd01bf£8261$940a3a00$e4c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: 6SK7 / 6BD6... 6BA6 lurks too. 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 19:03:26 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="is0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


fon 53 Original Message----- 
From: Marty's Refl. Drop <polepeeg@aa4rm.ba-watch.org> 


|Right Ardent was on the 6BD6 switcheroo for the ever-lovin' remote 
|cut-of£ 6SK7. 


|I always thot the ubiquitous 6BA6 was the 7-pin equiv. But no, it's the 
|7-pin equiv. of a 6SG7... has 2x transconductance of 6SK7. 


|Each 6SG7 gives abt. a 3db gain kick & they were a favorite way to ‘hot up' 
|a flagging RX 40 yrs. back. 


--sez John: 


"I think the 6BA6 will work, based on my previous experiments with 

the WE 717. I tried putting the 717 ( hope I have that right) in just about 
every 6SK7 socket in the RBC in the past, and never noticed any self 
oscillation or other ills. It always worked best in the 1 st IF position, 
but didn't last very long. I don't know what it is about those tubes, but 
their output is short lived. " 


--sez Hue: that's the 717A, which used to show up in piles at the swapmeets. 
| 

|I've never seen a 6BD6 & ancient RCA RC18 (11-56) h'bk says it's only 

|for renewal purposes... ie half outa print awreddy. However there seem 
|to be good stocks of it @ Antique Elect. since it sells for $1.90, abt. 
|half of a 6BA6. 


--Hue sez: In the early 1960s i owned a Lafayette KT-200 ( =HE-10 
factory built), the RF and IFs are 6BD6s and the chassis is also 
marked for that. Probably my first step in "souping up" ( "“hotting 
up" this rec. was to discover that 6BA6 would substitute and 
increase that all-important gain. Probably the 6BD6 dates that 
radio, for someone who has tube release dates. Later, after 
reading a QST article, i cut the base off a 6BA6 (try that) 

and made an adaptor to use the 6EH7. ( The HE-10 looks like 

a bigger version of the S-38, but a much better radio. And its 
features/price really said something about the direction of the 

US radio equipment industry. I would run it withthe top lid propped 
open by a pencil standing between lid and cabinet, imagining this 
was how the real radio operators did this, when standing watch 

in some remote, hot jungle site.) 


|So many 6BA6s were used in car radios & TVs & things|...say looked up 6BH6 
& it's a sorta 150ma heater 6BA6-near-miss. 


--yes, 1 imagine it put a sudden end to the 6BD6's career. 
| and is proaxis.com a toothpaste company? 


--no, nor does it have anything to do with the Tri Partite Pact. 


Tnx for the 6BD6 info, which i will forward to John, RBC enthusiast. 
Hue Miller 


From: KB9VU@aol.com 

Message-ID: <c.1e4352d.25ec8e65@aol.com> 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 21:52:21 EST 

Subject: 30S-1 Parts 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I am in need of a relay for the Collins 30S-1 amplifier. Relay designated as 
K203 in the manual (Essex Controls part 98650-0416). Like to have new but 
working pull is OK. Does anyone have a spare they can let go? Sources? 
Substitutes? The manual is NOT helpful on specifications so help there would 
be appreciated also. 


Thanks 
Mike Stover, KB9VU 


CCA 404 
MARS AFA3BO 
Florissant, MO 


Message-ID: <38BB476C.BC83A44C@ix.netcom. com> 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 22:13:32 -0600 

From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Running Without- "Black Beauty" Follow-up. 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


If you saw my post on Running Without Recapping, 

which concerned an experiment in low B+ I performed on 
one of my Command Set receivers, I thought you might 
find this follow-up interesting. 


Some time ago, Mike Hanz gave me the kind gift of 

a BC-455 receiver which was refurbished by 

Canadian Aviation Electronics Ltd. in June of 1954. 

They restored Command Set radios for the Royal Canadian Air Force. 
The unit is "new in box" (the Canadian box, that is) 

so it was never placed back into service. 


When CanAv refurbished these receivers, they installed 
long terminal boards lined with "black beauty" style caps- 
the same kind leaking in a boatanchor near you. 

I fired-up this receiver using the same method I outlined before. 
After solving a minor problem- an intermittant contact 

on the tuning capacitor, fixed by the "whackit" method- 
it, too, is working well without the need to disturb 

the fine work of our kin to the north. 

It's been running- cool and stable- for 16 hours 

and has had no further problems. 

I used it to check into a local 40-meter net this morning. 
I miss the dynamotor whir, 

but I have previously recapped units for that. 


I wonder what other receivers with leaky caps might benefit 
from very much lower B+ and an external amplified speaker. 
Perhaps it could be done selectively- lowering the B+ 

on those stages that are very hard to recap or where 
disturbing the original workmanship is a concern. 

Perhaps an old Hallicrafters or Collins could benefit. 
There are probably a lot of stages out there with 

much more gain than they need to do their jobs. 


73 DE Dave AB5S 


Message-ID: <38BB47F3.71B4BFE8@uswest.net> 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 21:15:47 -0700 

From: James Hanlon <knjhanlon@uswest.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: DX-100 dilemma 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Brian, 


Just tuned up my DX-100 into a Heath Cantenna on 10. My 
superbly accurate Radio Shack SWR and Power Meter says it's 
putting out a tad more than 100 watts. Final input current 
is 240 ma, and grid current is about 4.3 ma. 


Jim, W8KGI 


Message-ID: <001601bf£8270$c6155ca0$e8c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Running Without- "Black Beauty" Follow-up. 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 20:52:21 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Sees Original Message----- 
From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 


|I wonder what other receivers with leaky caps might benefit 
|from very much lower B+ and an external amplified speaker. 


--There definitely is something to this. I recall trying out a 
BC-639 VHF receiver, at its spec'd B+ the set failed, drew 
all kinds of current, and maybe even smoked. But if we 
lowered the B+ just down 20 volts or so, this "capaci-zener" 
held up fine. At xlowerx B+ it would likely last a long time, 
maybe forever. 

I also wonder: theoretically, at least, the decreased load 
across the IF LC circuit at the plate, running on 1/10 

the design value B+, would tend to increase the selectivity. 
Maybe not noticeable in broad-band by design receivers, 

but what about something with a 455-kHz IF ? Would 

there be a noticeable difference in selectivity? Maybe not. 
(and of course, this would not work with battery-type 

tubes, such as 1L4. Probably / maybe cuz they are more 

like sharp-cutoff types, and have lower transconductance 

to start with. In any case, i'm sure the osc. in these will 
cut out when the B+ is substantially lowered. Anyway, 

the 90 volt battery B+ and lack of heat means these 

sets don't stress out there capacitors. )f 

Hue Miller 


Message-ID: <38BBO9E4.17BO0@erols.com> 

Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 23:51:00 +0000 

From: hikrbikr@erols.com 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Need FPM-300 advice 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Ahoy! The Vienna (VA) Winterfest has come and gone and once again I 


came home with a treasure. Generous Herman (callsign?) gave me his 
bargain priced Hallicrafters FPM-300 transceiver for what he paid for it 
and now I'm the one who gets to fix this sick puppy. It's a circa-1972 
hybrid SSB-CW rig for 80 thru 10 meters with both AC and 12VDC power 
supply built in. I always thought it was a very attractive radio. 


The receiver works fine, so well that I listened to the 14.263 MHz 
Collins Collectors net on Sunday evening using a length of wire on the 
cellar floor for an antenna. The PA tube doesn't come on, however, even 
in Standby mode. Heater continuity is good and compares to other sweep 
tubes I had on hand. Since I don't have a manual for the FPM-300 yet, I 
may not be operating it correctly. Any tips here? 


The bandswitch belt was almost gone and had no traction, so the adjacent 
shaft of the bandswitch doesn't rotate in tandem with the main shaft. I 
measured the belt at 3 inches in length. Jim Richey WA4URR suggested a 
vacuum cleaner belt and has one he thinks might fit. Has anybody solved 
this problem that seems to be the Achilles heel of this radio? 


Looking at the sweep tube final (6KD6), I wondered if anyone has 
replaced it with a 6146. If you did, would you please contact me 
separately so I can correspond with you about it? It seems like a 
natural mod and necessary when replacement sweep tubes become completely 
extinct. 


I still have Jim Zellmer's 20 October 99 posting of a Halli engineer's 
notes on mods for the FPM-300, but are there any other mods that you 
might recommend for this cute little rig? How about experience 
operating it? 


Thanks and 73, 
Mike Steussy AE4R 


Message-Id: <200002290650.AAA22532@mail .HiWAAY.net> 
From: "Steve" <scb@fly.hiwaay.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 00:39:13 +0000 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Subject: Tek 549 


Greetings; 
A CRT for one of these followed me home from Dalton. Can anyone tell 


me anything about the ‘scope it goes in. It is one xvery* unusual CRT, 
(what is a P-202 phosphor?) . 


BTW; If anyone needs it, Let me know. 


Regards, Steve 


Message-ID: <0Q00e01b£8288$0d14e6e0$75c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Need FPM-300 advice 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 23:39:01 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


oes Original Message----- 
From: hikrbikr@erols.com <hikrbikr@erols.com> 


|might recommend for this cute little rig? How about experience 
|operating it? 


--I purchased one years ago with the idea of using 
it largely on cw. What a disappointment! This is 
NOT a cw radio. Yes, you could send a mayday 

if you had to, but if you had to try to 2-way with 
the other end, forget it. 

Otherwise, yes, the radio is a nice one, real 
straightforward, simple, solid. You can look 

at the schematics and understand them right off. 
(But, in a historical view, see what Yaesu was 
offering for the same price, and you get an idea 
of why Hallicrafters was on the way to oblivion.) 
Hue Miller 


Message-ID: <0Q01201bf£8289$4389d4a0$75c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Identify this handheld loop antenna ? 
Date: Mon, 28 Feb 2000 23:47:42 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have this handheld loop DF antenna, no 


markings on it. Black plastic pistol type grip, 
one side serrated (or what ever the gun term 

is ) for fingers, meets a loop about 7 ins. tall 
by 8.5 ins. wide. Loop is 1/2 in. copper tubing, 
painted black wrinkle. Top of handle has 

white arrow on left and right sides, indicating 
fore & aft, with the handle gripped as used. 
Small coax exits bottom of grip, is 27 ins. long 
to what looks like 1/2 or 1/3 size version of 
standard audio plug (sleeve of this plug looks 
like 3/16 in.). 

So, what is this? 

Tnx, Hue Miller 


Message-Id: <3.0.6.32.20000229070859.007e59e0@servO1.net-link.net> 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 07:08:59 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Bill Robbins <billrobb@net-link.net> 

Subject: Now I have Really Done It 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Gents (Ladies): 


Until now my idea of boatanchors and its restoration has been 
to change tubes in a Heathkit HW-101. With considerable 
luck, I might add. 


Now, though, after a few false starts over the years, I have bought 
three, count'em, three, R-390A's. One plays fine. The other 
two power up with audio but no signals. 


Anyway, I have found a few websites and have discovered names of 
those who restore these beasts. I thought I would give it 

a try on my own for at least some of the easy stuff. You got 
it...like replacing tubes. 


Seriously, these are quite the rigs. I would like anyone willing 
to point me in the right direction. Manuals, tubes, websites, 
archives, etc. 


Thanks to all in advance for the help and support. 


73 de Bill 


Message-ID: <0Q04a01bf82b2$a8413ae0$013cbf£d1@MikeBFeher> 


From: "Mike Feher" <n4f£s@monmouth.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Now I have Really Done It 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 07:43:57 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Bill - 


Chances are that in the units that do not work the 3TF7 ballast tube is 
open. This would explain why you have audio and nothing else as an open 3TF7 
would not allow power to the filaments in the PTO. The 3TF7 is the tall 
tube up front on the IF module, the one with the mechanical filters on them. 
You can look at the PTO and see if the filaments are lit. Also you can 
simply take the 3TF7 from the working unit and substitute them in the non 
playing ones and see if that makes them work. I typically just put in a 50 
ohm 5 watt resistor in place of the 3TF7. Other people have used various 
tubes in there just relying on the filament to provide the needed voltage 
drop. There is even another mod that uses an IC in a current regulator 
circuit in place of the 3TF7. I think the resistor fix is the simplest and 
lasts forever. I usually use the Dale style resistors and mount them under 
the chassis close to the tube socket. Good luck with them. They are one of 
my favorite receivers for AM operation, especially when the audio is taken 
from the diode load output on the back terminal strip and fed through a 
decent audio amplifier. 73 - Mike 


Mike B. Feher, N4FS 
89 Arnold, Blvd. 
Howell, NJ, 07731 
732-901-9193 


> Now, though, after a few false starts over the years, I have bought 
> three, count'em, three, R-390A's. One plays fine. The other 

> two power up with audio but no signals. 

> 

> 73 de Bill 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.20000229071337 .007c6b50@mail.wt.net> 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 07:13:43 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "Benjamin D. Hall" <kd5byb@WT.NET> 

Subject: Re: Now I have Really Done It 


Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


All of Mike's suggestions on replacing the ballast tube in the R-390A are 
good ones, but there is one more option I thought I'd mention for the sake 
of completeness. 


There are two tubes the 3TF7 provides with power - I think they are 6BE6's. 
Simply replace both of them with their 12 volt equivalents (12BE6), and 
jumper the two pins on the 3TF7 socket. If anyone would like more details 
as to which tubes, please e-mail me direct. 


This solution works very well - my ‘56 Motorola is setup this way and works 
perfectly with no perceptible drift. A while ago I experimented with a 
solid state regulator, a resistor, and a zener regulator with about equal 
results - the 12BE6 is the least intrusive... 


later and 73, 

ben 

Benjamin D. Hall, KD5BYB, Engine and radio collector / operator. 
Located in Houston, Texas, USA. 

e-mail: kd5byb@WT.net, web: http://web.wt.net/~kd5byb/ 

"An ye harm none, do what thou wilt." 


Message-ID: <38BBCC4F.D17ABF10@hal-pc.org> 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 07:40:31 -0600 

From: Tom Smith <tsmith@hal-pc.org> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS: stuff 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have a few items surplus to my needs and since I have joined the ranks 
of the unemployed, I also have some surplus time. I wish I could sell 
some of it as well, but I guess if I did, I wouldn't be unemployed?? 
Anyway, all items are plus shipping which is a substantial item with the 
Powerstat. 


Thanks for looking. 
GR-1650A Impedance bridge, very nice one, and I think I have the manual 
as well. 


$150. plus 


Stancor modulation transformer for the earlier BC-610 (cast frame 


transformer). FS or trade (preferred) for modulation transformer for 
BC-610I (potted). 


Powerstat: IN: 240 single phase OUT: 0-280 28 
amps 7.8 kva 

$100 or best offer plus shipping. This is a mombo powerstat and should 
be able to handle most anyone kw am transmitter or in some cases their 
whole shack. 


73 Tom N5AMA 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.20000229093624.012f4310@vuse. vanderbilt.edu> 
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 09:36:24 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 

Subject: Re: Now I have Really Done It 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 07:08 AM 2/29/00 -0500, you wrote: 

> 

>Now, though, after a few false starts over the years, I have bought 
>three, count'em, three, R-390A's. One plays fine. The other 
>two power up with audio but no signals. 

> 

>Anyway, I have found a few websites and have discovered names of 
>those who restore these beasts. I thought I would give it 

>a try on my own for at least some of the easy stuff. You got 
>it...like replacing tubes. 

> 

>Seriously, these are quite the rigs. I would like anyone willing 
>to point me in the right direction. Manuals, tubes, websites, 
>archives, etc. 

> 

(1) Join the r-390 mail group from the www.qth.net site. 


(2) Manuals and advice are freely available from many places. Probably 
the best starter site is the r-390 FAQ site, 

http: //www.mindspring.com/~tirevold/faq-index.htm 

The complete manuals for both 390 and 390a are downloadable, but are rather 
large (about 30 mB) files. 


(3) Start by checking tubes. However, don't be intimidated, these beasts 
were made to be repaired. You will want to start serious work by changing 
the Capacitor of Death on each unit you have, fer shur. I think it's c-553 
or so, and the process is described nicely (with photos) at Chuck Rippel's 
web site, http://www.avslvb.com/R390A/index. html 


If this cap rails, you can pop ALL of your mechanical filters, which can 
ruin your day. 


Good luck! A. B. Bonds 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 2818 
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